
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

October 25th, 2017 
 
To the Retention Committee:  
 
Perhaps it is premature and presumptuous to frame this letter in the context of my future at UW-Superior, 
insofar as it seems that so much still lies ahead. Nonetheless, I feel compelled to communicate one thing 
above all else: I am increasingly sure that UW-Superior is a place where my skills and experience are well 
matched with the mission and philosophy of my department.  In this sense, working here is not simply a 
job – it feels like a vocation. And that word - vocation - is precisely how I wish to contextualize your 
reading of my second year portfolio. 
 
Last year, the thread of consistency between each section of my portfolio was the work of Ernest Boyer 
and the intentional alignment of my entire portfolio with his views on scholarship.  It was, and continues 
to be, my belief that teaching, research and service should all be considered scholarly activity, as they 
certainly can act as the genesis for one another. Since the submission of my first year portfolio, I have 
found that while Boyer rings true (and, I suspect, always will), I need more than just his philosophy to 
frame my professional life. And it is in the concept of vocation that I have found, and claimed, more 
meaning for my work with students. 
 
The author Frederick Buechner writes that vocation “is the place where your deep gladness and the 
world’s deep hunger meet” 1 That is to say, vocation is not occupation. Occupation is something that 
occupies your time, whereas vocation is more like a calling, a mission, or your life’s work. And in 
reflecting on both my past year at UWS and my future here, I find that moving beyond occupation to the 
world of vocation is the next step in my development as a professor. It is good to work on course 
development and hone our craft as instructors. It is good to publish and engage our minds in research. It is 
good to serve on committees. But to devote oneself to meeting the needs of our students and the schools 
in this region – that is transcendent. And that is vocation. 
 
With that said, you will find that the orientation of my portfolio this year has changed from the previous 
year. While I have continued to use Boyer’s scholarship as a way of organizing my presentation, the 
words therein are reflective of my exploration of what it means for this job to become a vocation. For 
example, my second teaching goal is not at all pragmatic, but rather indicative of a paradigm shift I hope 
to engender in students. This, I believe, is indicative of my desire to look beyond the day-to-day of a job. 
Other examples of this switch (from occupation to vocation) can be found in the student-centered nature 
of my formal scholarship and my service with the SURF and PETL programs.  
 
In the end, I am still working through what it means to have a vocational outlook on my position here at 
UWS. I suspect it will continue to evolve and I look forward to discussing this and other facets of my 
portfolio with you when we meet on Wednesday, November 1st at 1pm . In the meantime, please do not 
hesitate to contact me with questions or concerns, should they arise. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Matt Ridenour, Ed.D. 
Assistant Professor of Teacher Education 
Educational Leadership Department 
University of Wisconsin-Superior 
mridenou@uwsuper.edu 
715-394-8157 
                                                
1Frederick Buechner, Wishful Thinking (New York: Harper Collins, 1993), 118-119. 

 

 


